
PHL 475: Probability & Decision Theory 

Paper 1 Assignment Instructions 

Due: Monday, October 27th by noon (submit via email) 

Length: 1500–2000 words (include a word count at the top of your paper) 

Citation style: APA 7th edition 

Purpose 

This assignment asks you to demonstrate your understanding of a central issue in probability and 

decision theory by clearly articulating a research question, advancing a thesis that answers it, and 

engaging with the scholarly literature. The emphasis is on clarity, structure, and depth of engagement 

rather than on developing a novel position. 

Requirements 

Research Question and Thesis Statement: Begin your paper with a clearly formulated research 

question and a clearly formulated thesis statement answering that question. Both should appear 

explicitly in the first paragraph. 

Outline: After the introduction, include a brief outline of your paper (numbered or bulleted). The 

outline should indicate how each section of your paper will contribute to answering your research 

question. 

Length: Your paper should be between 1500 and 2000 words. Include the word count at the top of 

the paper. 

Engagement with Literature: You must substantively engage with one or two professional 

references relevant to your topic. Your goal is to demonstrate understanding of the issue and show 

how your thesis fits within that scholarly context. 

Citation Style: Use APA 7th edition for all citations and the reference list. 

Grading Emphasis 

While accuracy and insight matter, the primary focus of grading will be on: 

• Clarity of writing and organization 

• Quality of explanation of the issue or debate 

• Depth of engagement with one or two professional sources 

Less emphasis will be placed on advancing an original or novel position. 
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